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Lack of BCR/ABL rearrangement in acute and chronic T cell leukemias
TO THE EDITOR genitor origin, suggesting that similar molecular mechanisms may be involved in the expression of this fusion protein and The presence of the t(9;22)(q34;q11) translocation, known as consequently in the pathogenesis of the disease. The purpose of the present study was to assess the frequency of the the Philadelphia chromosome, is one of the best well characterized abnormalities in acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) BCR/ABL rearrangement both in T-ALL and T chronic lymphoproliferative disorders (T-CLD) using the polymerase chain and carries a poor prognosis. 1 In this translocation the ABL gene is fused to part of the BCR gene on chromosome 22. The reaction since no previous studies have analyzed T-CLD. We studied 28 cases of T-ALL (11 adults and 17 children) and occurrence of the BCR/ABL rearrangement is recognized in 20-30% of adult cases of acute lymphoblastic leukemia, in 10 cases of T-CLD (two cases of large granular lymphocytic leukemia, one case of prolymphocytic leukemia, two cases 2-5% of newly diagnosed pediatric cases and in 12% of first relapse pediatric cases. [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] In contrast, the presence of the Philof Sézary syndrome, two cases of adult T cell leukemia/lymphoma and three cases of the leukemia phase of adelphia chromosome in T cell diseases is restricted to a few cases of T cell acute lymphoblastic leukemia (T-ALL). 1, [6] [7] [8] peripheral T cell lymphoma). Malignant pleural cells from three cases of T lymphoblastic lymphomas were also studied. Fizzotti et al 6 demonstrated that the BCR breakpoint in a case of Philadelphia-positive T-ALL is similar to the breakpoint Immunophenotyping was performed on lymphoid cells from bone marrow, peripheral blood or pleural effusions by flow region detected in Ph+ acute leukemia of myeloid and B procytometry using a panel of monoclonal antibodies as previously described. 9 RNA was submitted to RT-PCR according to Maurer et al 2 using a set of primers for both the major and 
